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L{ June 1954

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Willian Burdv
Special Assistedt to the DD/T

THROUGH: Deputy Assistant Direesor for Operationi/225f7

SUBJBECT: Provosed Lesisldsion for Restricting
Dissemination of Communist Provaganda

1. This Division concurs pene&ally ‘n the comments mafie Hy
25X1 Acting Assistant Diresor, Onllection and Dissenination,
-~ Torandun to the General Conbsel drted 8 June 1954, vaich
epplies specifically to H.R. 9317. bhe following sdditional caments,
which alsoc cover H.R. 924k, may be wbrth considering:

(a) H.R. 92Uk is limited to "Cormunist mail" and )

- wonld require denial or reveocaifon of second class mailiag
privileges for such material, snd forbid its mailing as
First, third, or fourth class w#il vn'ess it is conspicu-
ously stamped "Cormunist Propssgnda". Its definition of
"Cormunist mail®™ could be interpreted to include much of
the factual or provaganda material in which CIA is
interested. i

(v) H.R. 9317 is much bredier, aoplying to any matl.
which contains "materiel advocasing pelitical or other
doctrines contrary to the best fiteresss of the Us," and
vrohibiting the hendline of sueH material under anv less-
than-cost class of mail. fThe d4%inition of prohibited
naterial is tied to the Attorney Genernl's 1ist and othes-
standard suides to subversive sAups and publications, ard
azain it might be interpreted %3 inelitle much material of
interest to CIA.

(2) Neither bill makes an# excevion for Govermment
asenclies, universities, and gimilaw oranizations with
lesitimate research obiectives. ! It ig believed that the.
passaje of either Hill weuld va&&ce CIA's ability to stud
Comnuaist propaganda and analvznt ohher information from =
the Soviet orbit. !
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(1) Althowsh it is mot lbown what steps the
Pogimaster General would teke to comply, it is doubtful
that Jjudsment would be exercised in assessing individual pieces
of mail. It is believed more likely: that swecping proe
hibitions, automatically applied, would make the practi-zal
effect of these hHills more rectrictive than the bills
therselves intend. This 1 perticulerly true since muga
of the mailed material would »é in a foreign language.

(2) Presumably it would te the responsibility of
#he Postmaster General's lezallstaff to determine whetboer
these bills are congistent withk the international postel
conventions. If the bills arci found to apply only Lo mall
orisinating within the US, as §s impiied in Bection 3 of
II.R. 924, the restrictive effect will be somevhat lesg:ned.

2. This Division recommends that CIA oppose passage ©f hoth
hills.

25X1

e " Me ADHUIART
Chlef, Contact Division
rfice oof Operations
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